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Facts on Community Safety and Crime Prevention

A safe community is one where residents can walk the streets without fear and feel secure in their homes. The most effective way to create a safe community is by having community members, property managers and outside partners join together to plan and implement a comprehensive community safety plan. The plan must include measures for building and effectively using neighborhood assets, as well as addressing existing community problems. 

The following facts on community safety and crime prevention in America will be helpful as you work with residents to design and implement a community safety plan.

Safety and Crime Prevention 

· In 2003, five out of every 1,000 urban residents were victims of an aggravated assault, and four out of every 1,000 suburban or rural residents were. 

· In 2003, urban households experienced all forms of property crime at rates higher than those for suburban or rural households. 

· Studies have shown that improved street lighting can reduce crimes by up to 25 percent.

· Significant reductions in burglaries have followed the implementation of neighborhood watch programs.

· Several studies conducted in the late 1980s and early 1990s showed that increased interactions between local police departments and communities led to a reduced crime rate and increased community members’ respect for laws and law enforcement officers.

· Crime prevention and community safety programs bring communities closer by requiring residents to work together to achieve their goals.

Safety by Design

Properly designing a community can greatly reduce the opportunities for crimes to be committed. Features of designing for safety and crime prevention include:

· Controlled access: Doors, walls, fences, alarms, locks and landscaping

· Comprehensive surveillance: Video cameras, peep holes, window placement, walking clubs/neighborhood watch, signs, layout and police patrols

Resident Involvement

Residents must play a role in the safety program within your community. Without resident buy-in, a program’s effectiveness will be severely limited. Involving residents is accomplished through:

· Surveys: Assess the perceptions, needs and desires of the residents; ask what they would do to make the community safer. 

· Committees: Foster the formation of a resident safety committee to work directly with each other, property managers and law enforcement to help develop a safety plan.

· Volunteers: Motivate residents to volunteer by doing such things as participating in a neighborhood watch from their homes. Train residents in crime prevention.

Partnerships and Collaboration

Crime prevention requires a commitment from several interested stakeholders. Although managing this partnership can present difficulties, it is essential to the success of a program. Keep in mind that everyone involved in the partnership is seeking the same outcome: a safer neighborhood. 

Additional Information

For more information on community safety and crime prevention, visit these organizations’ websites: 

· National Crime Prevention Council (http://www.ncpc.org), home of McGruff the crime dog, offers tools and resources on crime prevention, including ways to celebrate national crime prevention month.

· Community Policing Consortium (http://www.communitypolicing.org) is a partnership of five of the leading police organizations in the United States: the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), the National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE), the National Sheriffs' Association (NSA), the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF), and the Police Foundation. The site offers information and resources on how to set up and manage effective community policing programs.

· National Town Watch Association (http://www.nationalnightout.org/natw/) is the creator of National Night Out. This site provides more information on this membership organization dedicated to the development and promotion of organized, law-enforcement-affiliated crime and drug prevention programs.
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